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ADDRESS:     282 Victoria Ave, Remuera, Auckland.
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Term 4 No 7
26 November  2009

School Times                                                          
School Starts:      8.50am
Lunch:     12.30-1.30pm
School Finishes:   3.00pm 

Stationery Shop  
Tues  8.30 - 8.50am
Thurs  8.30 - 8.50am

Uniform Shop
Fri    8.30-9.00am OR
Order and pay online at our website

 http://www.victoriaave.com

Lunch Orders 
Subway: Wed and Fri  
Sushi:  Thurs only:  $6 - 8pce,  $5 - 6pce and $ 3.50 - 4pce 
Order forms/instructions are on our  web site under ÒOur SchoolÓ.

Term Dates 2009 
Term 4 Mon 12 Oct to  Wed 16 Dec 2009

Term Dates 2010
Term 1 Thur 4 Feb to Thur 1 April 2010
Term 2 Mon 19 April to Fri 2 July 2010
Term 3 Mon 19 July to Fri 24 Sept 2010
Term 4 Mon 11 Oct to  Fri 17 Dec 2010IM
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Dear Parents

It is hard to believe that in three weeks term the 2009 school year 
will  all  be over. The summer vacation will have begun, we will be 
eight days from Christmas, our Year 6 students will have said 
goodbye to VAS for the last time and we will  have farewelled three 
staff members.

Jessica Bouley, Katie Crabb and Leigh Rodgers are all moving 
away from Auckland having made very impressive starts to their 
teaching careers. We are sad to see such dedicated, enthusiastic and 
talented young teachers  leave but we wish them well in their new 
ventures. Katie is returning home to the Bay of Plenty, Leigh is 
going to the UK for her OE and Jessica may travel further before 
returning home to Canada. The children in their classes have 
benefited greatly from their professionalism and as colleagues they 
have made great friends in the staffroom. Good luck to them all.

Of course we will also be saying  goodbye to Nikki  Loy again after 
she has taken Room 21 for the past two terms. Nikki, as ever, has 
made a great  impression on our youngest  pupils and of course we 
hope to see her back at VAS at some point in the future.

This week each of the 2010 teaching teams have spent  a day 
planning for the forthcoming year. Our new staff have all been able 
to  join us on these days and we are excited about the year ahead. 
The teams for next year (Syndicate leaders in bold) are as follows:

Senior Syndicate: Stuart Eeles (Y6);  Nadia Lazarus (Y6);  Jessie 
McQuinn (Y6); Brad Cates (Y5/6); Catherine Kelly (Y5);  Esther 
McEwan (Y5)

Middle Syndicate: Mirren Fredrickson (Y4); Katy Humphrey (Y4); 
Paul  Rattenbury (Y4); Pam Childs (Y3); Frances Coleman (Y3); 
Hayley Gibson (Y3); Hiranthi Manukulasuriya (Y3)

Junior Syndicate: Charlotte Edgar (Y2); Kylie Wight /Carolyn 
Crook (Y2); Ally Young (Y2);  Nicky Marshall/Marion Martin  (Y1); 
Krystal Pennell (Y1); Bron Andrew (Y0/1); Sharon Reynolds 
(Y0/1)

I would like to give you a brief introduction to our new staff 
members.

1. Esther McEwan – Esther is  about to start her teaching 
career. She is known to us having been on long-term 
placement, as  a student, in  Room 5 in term 3 of this year. I 
am sure that she will  bring many skills into the school 
including musical  talents. We look forward to having her 
on the team in a permanent capacity.

2. Ally Young  - Ally was also a student on  long-term 
placement with us during  term 3 (in Room 11). Ally has a 
long  association with VAS as a parent, classroom helper, 
teacher aide and student teacher. I am sure both her love 
of our school and her dedication as a teacher will ensure a 
successful career for her here at VAS.

3. Krystal Pennell – Krystal is currently  in her second spell 
at Hukanui School (a decile 10 school in Chartwell, 

Hamilton) having returned from a two-year teaching spell 
at an independent  school in the UK. She is a very 
enthusiastic and experienced teacher who I am sure will 
fit in with the Junior team wonderfully.

4. Paul Rattenbury – Paul  is also from Hamilton  and has 
seven years experience as a middle syndicate teacher. He 
has particular strengths in the arts and languages and will 
be an asset to our middle school.

We are also welcoming back Hiranthi Manukulasuriya after she 
took  personal  leave in 2009. As BTs (Beginning Teachers) Hiranthi, 
Esther and Ally all have release time for professional development 
one day per week. We have three experienced teachers taking these 
classes on these days (Alison Laxon – Y5; Maureen Perwick – Y3; 
and Carolyn Crook – Y2).

The teaching staff  have been considering the new class lists for 
2010  over the first half of term. All staff have been involved, in 
particular the current teachers  at each year level put together the 
first drafts for the subsequent year level as these teachers know the 
individual children better than anyone. Please understand that a 
huge amount of time and energy has been spent in this process. 
Many factors are considered when making these decisions such as: 
gender balance, academic ability, specific learning needs, 
personalities and friendship groups. Staff use their professional 
judgment and knowledge of the children when making these 
choices. 

Parents occasionally approach the school and ask for us  to ‘arrange’ 
a specific teacher for their child next year. The answer to  such a 
request is  invariably a polite “no”. As you can  appreciate it would 
be impossible to do this for all families, and unfair to do it  for just a 
few and therefore no  changes will be made to professional  decisions 
of the staff. 

On the morning of Thursday 10th December your children will all 
spend time visiting their new classroom and they will meet their 
new teachers. This is for most an exciting time although a few 
children may be apprehensive about the change. As parents you can 
make a big difference in making this change as smooth as possible. 

Please support your child and the school by discussing this change 
in  a positive way. If they are in a class with some pupils they do not 
know very well then this is  an opportunity to make new friends 
(their old ones wont disappear!) We encourage our children to have 
a ‘glass half full’  attitude to such changes in their life; new class, 
new teacher, new friends, new opportunities. 

Kind regards

Allan Short
Principal



 
 
 

                                                                            
 

Bakers Delight               Ho Ho Ho, have a merry Christmas .  

St Heliers and Ellerslie  

 
Delicious and delightful Bakers Delight Christmas Mince Tarts delivered to 
your scho ol just in time for Christmas.  
 
These tarts retail for $9.80 a six pack; for Victoria Ave families they will be 
delivered to your childÕs class, Tuesday December 15 for $7.80 a six pack.  
 
Please send money and order form in an envelope to the office by Monday 14 
December.  
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
StudentÕs Name: 

 
Class Room: 

 
Contact No.:  

 
Number of Boxes: (6 tarts per box)     

 
Total enclosed:  
Cheque or Cash onl y 

 
(Cheque payable to Bakers Delight St Heliers)  
 
Thank you for supporting our VAS Bakers Delight family who give so much to 
us throughout the year.  

 

Lunchtime Ice Blocks
Ice block sales EVERY 

Friday.  These will be on sale 
at lunchtime at 12.45 and will 

be $2 each.

PTS NEWS

WINE ORDERS
If you order wine by 

Tuesdays your wine will 
be ready for  ready for 

pick up at the office on 
Thursdays.WANT WINE? -

 order forms are available 
from our website

http://www.victoriaave.com
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COMING EVENTS ~ please see the calendar on the website
http://victoriaave.com

Week 8
Mon 30th  Healthy Schools Week Scholastic Book Fair in School this week
Tues 1st   New Entrant 2010 Enrolment – Morning Tea  
Weds 2nd  Parent Helpers – Morning tea
Thurs 3rd    Jump Rope Day – 
  Juniors 9.00-10.30,
  Middles 11.00-12.30,
  Seniors 1.30-3.00pm
Fri 4th  Healthy Schools Week – Dress Up Day
 Assembly – Room 21
 3.30pm Walking School Bus Groups Trip to Parnell Pools,
Up coming Events
LAST DAY - Prizegiving for whole school @ Baradene at 11.00am, there is no separate 
senior prizegiving.

After School and Holiday Community Based 
Programmes and Activities

Community based groups have approached us to inform parents of 
various activities available locally. Information for these activities is in 
the basket in the foyer and on our website: 

http://victoriaave.com/our-people/our-community
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HOMESTAY FAMILIES WANTED 2010
Baradene College has international students 
coming from China, Thailand and Japan 
commencing February 2010.  We are in need 
of English speaking  homes for these 
students.
Homestay payments are approx $240-250 
per  week. If you live within our school bus 
routes  or nearby the College and are 
interested please phone Felicity Lister 524 
6019 ext 713 

Mrs Slater - Unfortunately Sue Slater !suffered a mild stroke last Thursday and as a consequence she will 
be away from school for the rest of term. Our thoughts are with Sue and her family at this time, the 
prognosis is positive and we are all hoping for a full and speedy recovery for her.

If parents have any questions, which would normally have been directed to Sue, please contact Jane 
Cameron.

Mince Pies 

From BakersÕ 
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ROOM 14  ~ YEAR 1
In Room 14  we have been  learning  how  to  write  Character  Descriptions.  

Who better  to  describe  than  our  own  grandparents?
We have tried  to  think  about  the  way they  look  as well  as their  personalities.



SPORTÕS NEWSAthletics 

Zones Team

Athletics Zones at Mount Smart Stadium 
Tuesday 24th November.

IN THE 

NEWS THIS 

WEEK

BASKETBALL RESULTS
Vicky Ave Blue played a very fast 
game against Meadowbank and won 
6-2.
Player of the Day: Emma Collard
Magic Moment: Francesca Coulter

Vicky Ave Green lost this week
Player of the Day: Karan Bedekar
Magic Moment: William Thompson

FLIPPA BALL NEWS
We are now at the business end of another terms Flippa Ball - semi-finals weekend.  
The competition has certainly got much tougher over the last few years and this year 
has seen a significant step up amongst teams from Meadowbank, St Heliers and St 
Kents.  

Our Year 3/4 team have again managed to make the semi-finals !

The 5/6 teams have come up against some very stiff competition.  Given the 
development of new players in these squads we are well placed for next year’s 
competition. We will lose the service of the year six kids who have given us great 
service.

Parents can you please ensure your child is there at least 20 minutes before the game.  
It is important that the kids have time to get their minds into the game.  The draw 
follows:

See you on Sunday ~  Chris Simmons

FLIPPA BALL DRAW:
SUNDAY NOVEMBER  29th November
Year 3 and 4 Competition
5:00pm      Remuera       VAS Blue         Semi Final
Year 5 and 6 Competition
6:00pm            Diocesan Blue            VAS White                        B Grade SF 9-12th
6:20pm            Kings                         VAS Red                          5/6th ( Game 1 of 2)

FINALS AND PLAY OFFS ARE NEXT SUNDAY DECEMBER 6th
TERM 1 2010 WILL START ON SUNDAY FEBRUARY 14th

Jump Rope for Heart
Thursday 3rd December 2009

D#<B%-#.0%B#0>/#0%(#)%E+>)'%F#&0B>/#0

Jump Rope for Heart skipping rope 
orders are now closed.

Please ensure your children bring 
skipping ropes for next Thursday!!

Healthy SchoolÕs Week
Mon 30th Nov to 4th Dec - timetable available for 

parents to check for activities to attend.
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Senior Athletics Zones met at Mount Smart Stadium on Tuesday 24th 
November. The children were prepared and ready to compete against the 
other 15 schools from within the Remuera Cluster and wow did they perform!

There was an outstanding display of talent from our squad of 30 in all areas of 

the competition.  The event started with the open 800m race, Hope 
Thompson and Jacob Merwood did themselves and the school proud with 
their awesome efforts in a very fast race to the Þnish.

Next came the 6x60m shuttle relays - all teams competed well, however it 

was the fast paced year 5 boys and girls team who qualiÞed for the Þnals.  
The year 5 girls went on to come in 2nd overall, however the year 5 boys due 
to a malfunction with the baton failed to place in the top three! 

Throughout the day the children continued to shine with James Gordon 
placed 2nd in the HIgh Jump, jumping a personal best of 1.20m.  Rebecca 

Hazard Þnished 3rd with a height of  1.18m. 

  Theo Kriechbaum had an awesome day qualifying for the 60m and 80m 
Þnals, He came 3rd and 4th in the Þnal race.  Theo also competed in the long 

jump and placed an amazing 2nd position with a jump of 3.37m.  Henry 
Holland also competed well in the sprints and long jump, jumping 3.30m.

The year 5 girls all qualiÞed for the semi Þnals in the sprints, both Molly Kroon 
and Georgia Holden qualiÞed for the Þnals.

Yasmeen Kareen threw a huge distance in the ball throw event which placed 
her in 1st Place. 

Congratulations to all of the team your performances were outstanding.


